[image: image1.png]‘ THE FORESIGHT PROJECT, INC.




Giving Students an Opportunity to Understand Options for a Sustainable and Safe World   
PR_110309_AwardsOnLine.doc, Page 2 of 2

Giving Students an Opportunity to Understand Options for a Sustainable and Safe World 

For Immediate Release

2009 Science Fair CleanTech Award Projects Information Available On-Line
Waves and Watts, Whales and Wind, and What about the Weather?? 

Contact:    Mary Essary, 978.391.4479, mfe.foresightproject@gmail.com
Ayer, MA/November 3, 2009/ — Descriptions of The Foresight Project’s “CleanTech” award winning projects for 2009, along with information about the students who created them, is now available on-line to serve as a starting point for students considering projects for this year’s Massachusetts State Science and Engineering (MSSEF) fairs.  The awards are given at the MSSEF regional and state fairs, at both the middle- and high-school levels, to the best qualifying projects related to clean energy issues, technologies or solutions. 
The twin challenges of climate change and providing sufficient energy sources for the world’s growing economies are dramatically changing the face of science.  In recognition of this, The Foresight Project established the CleanTech awards program in 2007.  In a separate release at the Southern New England Weather Conference in October, Mary Essary, founder, announced that the award program will continue at the 2010 fairs, with the addition of a new climate change award “Beyond Rocket Science: Earth Science!”.  
The 2009 Awards were made on behalf of the New England Clean Energy Council, www.necec.com, with funding support from the Boston Energy Solar Energy Association, www.basea.org, and from private donations to The Foresight Project, www.theforesightproject.org. 
Commenting on the awards, Essary stated: “Once again it was amazing to see how many of these student projects were on the cutting edge of clean energy research and entrepreneurship.  Projects investigated applying Faraday’s law of induction to generate electricity from wave motion; producing cellulosic ethanol and other biofuels; the comparative efficiency of PV configurations; carbon dioxide storage.  The best example of state-of-the-art curiosity was a team from Hopkinton High School who compared the efficiency of the standard smooth edge wind blade with a “wavy” leading edge, modeled on the tubercles of humpback whale fins.  Their data at the state science fair in May appeared before the test results from the start-up Canadian company now introducing this design approach.”
High School Awards High School state award winners were:  Shawn M. Onessimo, Lowell Catholic High School for The Arc of the Sun: Measuring the Efficiency of Plastic Organic Photocells, and Zachary Grobe and Terianna Wax, Westfield High School, for Oil Wells within Plant Cells.  

Regional awards went to:  Region I, Elizabeth Niedziela and Miranda Mooring, Hopkins Academy, Hadley; Region II: Sean Horan, Shrewsbury High School, Daniel Cunningham and Andrew Ryan, Hopkinton High School, and to Andrew Bellesis, Wachusett Regional High School in Holden; Region III, Matthew R. Wezowicz, Taunton High School and Ellen V. Valley, Bishop Feehan High School; Region IV: Noah Arbesfeld, Lexington High School and Shawn Onessimo; Region V, Nickolas A. Aylward, Sacred Heart High School, Kingston, and Tyler L. Barron, Falmouth Academy; Region VI, Reginald Edge and Johneric Cedeño, Health Careers Academy, and to Katrina Horton, Nicole Nelson and Regina Jean-Baptiste, Brook Farm Academy, both schools in Roxbury.  
Middle School Awards Middle School state award winners were: Jonathan Simonds, Amherst Regional Middle School, for The Effect of Soil Temperature on Native and Invasive Plants; Shamae Burrell, Newton Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, for Where the Wind Blows; and Juliana Kaplan, Pierce School, Brookline, for Wind Turbine: Generating Electricity.  
It should be noted that all three of these award winners were in the top ten rated state projects.  And, in addition to these awards, the State Fair Grand Prize also was a CleanTech project: Ceara Tomaino, Academy of Notre Dame, Tyngsboro, for The Winds of Change: Harnessing Wind as an Alternative Energy Source to Produce Electricity.  
Regional middle school awards went to:  Region I, Barry Dickinson and Catherine Kaid, Reid Middle School, Pittsfield; Region II, Kareem Abdelkader and Fatima Vakil, Alhuda Academy, Worcester; Region III, Steven R. Cortese, St. Mary’s Caholic School, Mansfield, and Ceara Tomaino; Region V: Noah Bloomstein, Pierce School, Brookline and Shamae Burrell; Region VI: Kieran Keegan, Mary Lyon School and Daniel Nyugen, Timilty Middle School, both in Boston.  
For more information on the awards, including suggestions for project ideas (Questions for Curious Minds), go to www.ma.cleantechawards.org.  For more information on the Massachusetts State Science and Engineering Fair, go to www.scifair.com.
About the New England Clean Energy Council:  The New England Clean Energy Council, formed in 2007, is focused on accelerating the region’s clean energy economy, building a world-class cluster of clean energy companies, and establishing New England as a global leader in providing clean energy solutions to the global marketplace.
About The Foresight Project:  TFP is a young non-profit formed to encourage students to examine current issues, and consider the possible outcomes of choices that we make, or fail to make, in our increasingly interactive and global world.  In addition to the CleanTech and Climate Science awards program, it holds a video and creative writing competition for high-school students: Imagining Tomorrow: Alternate Energy Futures™.  www.theforesightproject.org.
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